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THE   HOME   OF MANKIND

very sharp upheaval in favour of the Lutheran doctrines remained
faithful to the Mother Church. And when their northern neigh-
bours gained their independence, Holland hastened to close the
last remaining port of their old rival, and with Antwerp cut off
from the rest of Europe, the whole of Belgium went into a pro-

FROM MAN TO MOLE

longed period of hibernation, out of which she did not arise until
the needs of James Watt's hungry machines drew the world's
attention to her immense riches in natural materials.
Then foreign capital hastened to the valley of the Meuse, where
there *re rich deposits of coal, and in less than twenty years
Belgium had become one of the leading industrial nations of
Europe. It was then that the Walloon or French-speaking part of